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1 . (Twice Amended) A method of providing media to a plurality of in-room systems 
from a head-end system remote from the plurality of in-room systems, said method comprising 
the steps of: 

storing a plurality of acquisition media at each of the in-room systems each of the 
acquisition media having stored thereon, at least one of audio and video data; 

storing a plurality of access-only media at the head-end system, the access-only media 
comprising at least one of audio and video data identical to that stored on the acquisition media; 

at each in-room system, providing access to each of the access-only media, such that the 
access-only media is played by the head-end system and is at least one of audibly and visually 
presented at the in-room system to assist an in-room system user in media acquisition choices; 

at the in-room system, sensing the removal of one of the acquisition media; 

upon sensing the removal of one of the acquisition media, activating a check-out timer 
and storing an acquisition signal encoded with a room identifier and a media acquisition 
identifier at the in-room system; 

monitoring the in-room system for the return of the removed acquisition media; and 

if the media is not returned within the check-out time allotted, transmitting the acquisition 
signal to the head-end system and processing the acquisition signal to determine any charge 
associated with the acquisition. - 



,2. The method of claim 1 wherein the acfl]u$i)i&njj}€3ia comprises devices for 
storing audio data and the access-only nledia cor^lfiseskrf^io data. 



3. The method of claim 2 ^ereirfthe acqitj^Ttion media devices comprise any 
one of a CD, DAT, rpiij di^/g^ca ^ A ' * 

4. The method^f claim^-2 wherein the access-only media is stored on a CD. 



5. TH£ method of claim 2 wherein the access-only media is stored in an audio 
card having^memory. 
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6. The method of claim 1 wherein the acquisition fnedia comprises devices for 
storing audio/video data and the access-only media coMri&s audio/video data. 

7. The method of claim 6 wherei^tlTep^quisition media comprises any one of a 
CD, DVD and a video cassette. \ U > 

8. The method of claim 6 \^h^rein tie access-only media is stored on a DVD. 

a y/ / 

9. The m^thoM ofjpn/6 ein the access-only media is stored in an 
audio/video card having i^fior^ (j 




the access-only media comprises copies of the 




10. The methosK>f claim 1 
acquisition media. 



1 1 . The method of claim 1 wherein the access-only media comprises a compilation 
of samples taken from the acquisition media. 

/ 

(Amended) The method of claim 1 wherein the step of processing the 
acquisition signal comprises the steps of: 

storing an acquisition price look-up table at the head-end system; and 
charging the user the price associated with the acquisition. 
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' (Amended) The method of claim^^wherein the step of processing the access 
signal comprises the steps of: 

storing an access price look-up table at the head-end system; and 
charging the user the price associated with the access. 




19. The method^ 
times an access-or^ly nvedia is 



)rily m< 

t>7 




mprising the step of tracking the number of 
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20. The method of claim 1 farmer comprising the step of tracking the number of 
times an acquisition media is acquij; 

(Amended) The method of claim 29 wherein the step of processing the access 
signal comprises the steps of: 

storing an access price look-up table at the head-end system; and 
charging the user the price associated with the access. 

£- ^ 

2?. (Amended) The method of claim^S^ wherein the access-only media comprises 



audio data. 



i 



(Amended) The method of clain^^wherein the access-only media comprises 
audio/video data. 
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28. A method of providing media to a pluraliW of in-nefom systems from a head- 
end system remote from the plurality of in-room swj^fc, s^d method comprising the steps 

\ x^L 

storing a plurality of acquisition media at eap of the in-room systems; 

storing a plurality of access-tfHWlnedia anhe head-end system; 

at each in-room system, providing a^efess to each of the access-only media to assist the 
user in media acquisilon (fflicficlfc; 

at the in-roomJsysMh, sensing^the aco^fc to one of the access-only media; 

upon sensing f^^cess^OTie o^|>access-only media, activating a free-sample 
timer and storing an access signal encolldd' with a room identifier and a media access 
identifier at the in-room system; 

monitoring the in-room system for continued access to the accessed media; 
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if the accessed media is accessed throughouf thejfree-s&mple time allotted, 
transmitting the access signal to the head-end system^! processing the access signal to 
1 5 determine any charge associated with the access. 
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29. A method of providing access-in!^ dahlia to a plurality of in-room systems 
from a head-end system remote frorn the plDJalityZf in-room systems and tracking the access 
to the access-only media, said metho<raomprising the steps of: 

storing a plurality of access-onMmediatet the head-end system; 

transmitting each of the access-only yfiedia over a communications line, each access- 
only media transmitted at a uniquetorequeE 

at each in-room sjjstem, j^iding acc^| fo the communication line through a 
frequency tuner for adjust^l^mng t/6 b^^f the unique frequencies; 

at the in-room systetf^ensing th^xess to one of the access-only media; 

upon sensing the access of/ne of the access-only media, activating a free-sample 
timer and storing an access signal encoded with a room identifier and a media acquisition 
identifier and 

monitoring the in-roofn system for continued access to the accessed media; and 
if the accessed media is accessed throughout the free-sample time allotted, 

transmitting the access signal to the head-end system and processing the access signal to 

determine any charge associated with the acquisition. 



5 



